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2Presentation Outline
• Rock Island District, Corps of Engineers
• The Interagency Levee Task Force and 
Interagency Levee Work Groups
• Louisa County #11 Levee District
• Planning and Flood Risk Management
3Because 
the water 
is 
always…
Why are 
there no 
floods in 
France?
l’eau!
(pronounced: 
low)
4Did you know?
• Executive Order (EO) 11988 – Floodplain Management 
states that…
(c) If property used by the general public has suffered 
flood damage or is located in an identified flood hazard 
area, the responsible agency shall provide on 
structures, and other places where appropriate, 
conspicuous delineation of past and probable flood 
height in order to enhance public awareness of and 
knowledge about flood hazards.
• U.S. Geological Survey, Office of Surface Water, recently…
established a new position - “National Flood Specialist?”
(It is Robert Holmes, former director of the Illinois Water Science Center)
5How others do it…
• Delft Hydraulics
“I understand you 
plan for the 1,000-yr 
flood event.”
“Oh no…we plan for 
the 10,000-yr flood 
event!”
• Paleogeology and 
geomorphic methods are 
used to define the 
magnitude of prehistoric 
flood events
6When I say “Corps of Engineers”
what is the first thing you think of?
7Rock Island District
•78,000 square miles
•582 miles of 9-foot 
navigation channel
•22 locks and 19 dams
•1330 wing dams
•197,000 acres of Federal 
lands
•565 site leases
•3 flood control reservoirs 
•2 flood retarding reservoirs
•5 visitor centers
•90 recreation/visitor sites
8Paradigm Shift
a change from one way of thinking to another. It's a revolution, a 
transformation, a sort of metamorphosis…
The “new” Corps of Engineers…
• Flood Risk Management Program
• Levee Safety Program
• Floodproofing Committee 
• Engineering Technical Letter (levee certification)
• P.L. 84-99 Nonstructural Alternatives
Flood Control  ->  
Flood Damage Reduction -> 
Flood Risk Management!
9Interagency Levee Task Force (ILTF) and  
Interagency Levee Work Groups (ILWGs)
• Goals and Objectives
– Interagency flood recovery coordination and communication
– Interagency review of levee repairs and identification of non-structural 
alternatives
– Flood risk management/flood risk reduction 
– Long term planning 
• Composition
– ILTF
• Regional (5 States)
• Federal and State agencies
• Includes reps from UMRBA, 
UMIMRA, etc.
– ILWG
• State-centric
• State (HS&EM, DNR)
• Federal (FEMA, Corps, NRCS, 
USFWS, DOT)
• Current status
– Meeting regularly
– Reviewing decision documents
– Identifying and addressing authority, regulation, policy issues
– Considering future options…
10
11
• Non-Federal levee constructed 
in early 1900’s
• Gravity drainage (i.e. no pump 
station[s])
• 8 miles long, originally 
authorized and designed to 
provide flood protection to ~ 
3,220 acres of ag land 
• Prior to 2008 flood, levee was 
providing ~1% chance event 
(100-yr) flood protection to: 
– 16 landowners
– 12 residences 
– 820 acres of ag land 
– 2,388 acres of wetlands 
– several county roads
• Levee has been in Corps P.L. 
84-99 program for over 70 years 
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Cedar Rapids Flood Damage Reduction Planning 
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Initial 
Flood 
Risk
Zoning & Building Codes
Outreach & Education
Response & Evacuation Plans
Levees, Reservoirs, etc
Risk Reduction Tools 
(Cumulative)
Risk
Residual
Flood 
Risk
All stakeholders contribute to reducing risk!
Flood Insurance
FLOOD RISK MANAGEMENT:
BUYING DOWN RISK
Buy outs and relocations
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Where do we go 
from here?
19
It wasn’t raining when 
Noah built the ark!
Questions?  Comments?
